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At JDRF, we are so proud of the many advances in type 1 diabetes (T1D) 
therapies since the discovery of insulin almost a century ago. But we 
know there is still room for improvement. We must do more to help 
people with T1D do better. This is why we have championed the creation 
of artificial pancreas (AP) systems and other technologies that can ease 
the daily burden and improve outcomes for people living with T1D. JDRF’s 
activities have broadened the landscape of diabetes technology, such 
that at least 18 different AP systems are being explored around the world 
today, when there were none just a decade ago, and the first closed-loop 
systems are expected to reach the market within the next year.

It’s just one example of what JDRF has been able to do with the help of our vital circle of leadership 
donors. You have fueled amazing success in our mission of accelerating life-changing breakthroughs 
to cure, prevent and treat T1D and its complications. We are so grateful for your steadfast support. It 
means you share our vision of a world without T1D and also truly believe that supporting JDRF is the 
best way to improve the lives of people and families with T1D. Our staff members, international board  
of directors and global army of volunteers and fundraisers agree with you.

Because of your dedication, JDRF has the influence, the expertise and the strategy to shepherd 
promising therapies from the lab to the doctor’s office and deliver them to people who need them.

We nurture the whole ecosystem surrounding T1D therapies: academic institutions, scientists, 
government bodies, regulatory authorities, funding organizations, healthcare providers, insurers, 
industry partners and—most importantly—the people who live with T1D each and every day.
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Influence Across the Pipeline
We implement this holistic approach through our strategic involvement at every stage in the  
discovery, development and delivery of T1D therapies. JDRF’s influence spans the therapeutic  
pipeline from end to end.

We project a vision for a world without T1D, and we set the research agenda that will make it a reality. 
We fund the best research for T1D, wherever it is happening, to advance our mission. We foster 
collaboration among researchers and support resources that are essential to discovering how best  
to cure, prevent and treat T1D.

One example is the Network for Pancreatic Organ donors with Diabetes (nPOD), established by JDRF 
about nine years ago to refine our understanding of how T1D develops in humans. nPOD is an invaluable 
resource that has provided unexpected insights into the causes, onset and progression of T1D, reversing 
long-held “truths” about the disease and opening new avenues for investigation. Thanks to your help, 
JDRF has committed more than $25 million toward curing and preventing T1D through nPOD.

JDRF also identifies key players in medical research and development and engages them in the  
T1D space. We provide early funding for innovative ideas and validate them through proof of concept 
to attract additional investments. We convene stakeholders from multiple sectors, spotlighting 
opportunities for action and synergy.

For example, we recently announced a three-year, multimillion-dollar partnership with Sanofi to fund 
four exciting approaches to engineering glucose-responsive insulins (GRIs), potential game-changers in 
blood-sugar management. Sanofi’s track record in bringing novel insulins to market will help us speed 
the development of GRIs for the T1D community.

But we know that in order to achieve our goal of putting medical breakthroughs like GRIs into the 
hands of people with T1D, we can’t stop at development. We must move new technologies through the 
downstream stages of the pipeline—regulatory approval, healthcare coverage and clinical adoption 
—to deliver them to the waiting community.

By participating in these mission-critical activities, JDRF has a measurable impact on the availability of 
new technologies, such as data-sharing tools that facilitate management of T1D. After JDRF encouraged 
a reasonable pathway for regulatory review of these tools, the FDA classified them as low- to moderate-
risk devices, streamlining the approval process so that they can reach the community faster. And we are 
equipped to take similar action in the future, ushering the next-generation therapies being shaped today, 
from beta cell replacement strategies to glucose-responsive insulins, through to market.



Unmatched Expertise
JDRF’s efforts to advocate for approval, coverage and adoption of 
cutting-edge therapies are skillfully led by Cynthia Rice, JDRF Senior 
Vice President for Advocacy and Policy. Her talented team has been 
instrumental in many of JDRF’s programs, including the Artificial 
Pancreas Project. This group directed JDRF’s successful push for 
Congress to renew the Special Diabetes Program (SDP) in 2015, which 
has funneled nearly $2.5 billion in federal funding to diabetes research 
since 1997. This research includes the International Diabetes Closed-
Loop Trial, financed earlier this year by an award of almost $13 million 
in SDP funds from the U.S. National Institutes of Health. The multicenter 
trial is launching soon and will test the safety and efficacy of an AP 
system built by University of Virginia researchers Stacey Anderson, M.D., 
and Boris Kovatchev, Ph.D., with major support from JDRF.

Cynthia’s team is also central to JDRF’s Health Policy Initiative, a multi-
component plan to improve access to transformative diabetes therapies. 
JDRF recently partnered with The Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley 
Charitable Trust and T1D Exchange to implement the plan, focusing 
resources from all three organizations toward achieving better outcomes 
for people with T1D. The alliance builds on our long-standing relationship 
with the Helmsley Charitable Trust, who shares our commitment to 
understanding and advancing solutions for individuals with T1D, our 
belief that progress can be maximized through collaboration and our 
desire to deliver results that will directly benefit those living with T1D.

Partnering with fellow nonprofit organizations and industry leaders is an 
effective tactic for maximizing progress in our research portfolio as well. 
These partnerships will prove even more crucial in moving new therapies 
to market as research advances. Many of you already know that Steven 
Griffen, M.D., is assuming leadership of the research team as JDRF 
Senior Vice President of Research. Steve’s background in industry will 
position us to reinforce the strong industry partnerships that JDRF Chief 
Scientific Officer Richard Insel, M.D., helped to forge with top companies 
like BD, Medtronic, Sanofi, Novartis, Johnson & Johnson and others.

At the Helmsley Charitable Trust, we look to foster collaborations that 
leverage the best minds and efforts across prominent, innovative institutions 
that are committed to improving the quality of life for people with T1D. 
JDRF has been a tremendous, long-standing partner in our continued work 
together to advance research and accelerate the development of better 
technologies that can have a positive impact on everyone affected by T1D.
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Strategy for Success
JDRF-led progress in the past decade points to partnership 
as a critical element to success. Our five-year strategic plan 
is focused on doing the greatest good for the largest number 
of people in the shortest amount of time; partnership is a 
fundamental element of that plan. Building on the remarkable 
advances in T1D research you have helped spark, we will focus 
on projects that will yield tangible benefits for people with T1D 
as quickly as possible while we press on to our ultimate goal of 
a world without T1D.

These efforts are backed by our new JDRF Therapeutics 
Fund, dedicated to ensuring that promising projects receive 
critical financial, business and scientific support to progress 
through clinical development, regulatory approval and 
commercialization. We are especially excited about research 
priorities that might improve treatment of T1D in the short term 
and also mature over time into curative or preventive therapies. 
Islet cell replacement, beta cell regeneration and immune 
therapies all have this potential. Initial approaches to islet 
cell replacement may refine management of T1D by reducing 
the need for insulin and, with additional research, evolve 
into next-generation strategies to establish long-term insulin 
independence and eliminate the daily burden of managing the 
disease for months or even years at a time.

From dedicated staff in our chapters and international affiliates 
to the talented team overseeing JDRF’s global research 
portfolio, fulfilling the promise of these and other therapies 
for people with T1D is our singular focus. You brought us to 
this moment, and with your confidence and advocacy we will 
continue to advance emerging discoveries into real-world 
therapies. Thank you for giving us the momentum to make life 
with T1D better, while we move ever closer to a world without it.
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Megan Dragich
Living with T1D for 35 years

JDRF is changing 
lives. I am living 
proof. Our tools  
are better, 
our access to 
resources and 
knowledge is 
greater, and our 
future is brighter 
thanks to JDRF.

Our five-year 
strategic plan is 
focused on doing 
the greatest good 
for the largest 
number of people 
in the shortest 
amount of time.


